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Selected Overview of CA Marijuana Policy

Early Medical Marijuana 1975 – 2009

 In 1975, California State Senate Bill 95 (SB95) was signed into law, which decriminalized 
not more than one ounce of marijuana from a felony to a misdemeanor. 

 In Proposition 215 Intended to ensure that seriously ill Californians could obtain and use 
marijuana for the treatment of serious medical diseases such as cancer, AIDS, and 
severe spasms

 California State Assembly Bill 420 (SB420)  The Medical Marijuana Protection Act, which 
became effective on January 1, 2004, created a voluntary identification card system for 
purchasing medical marijuana. 

Expansion of Medical Marijuana, 2010 – 2015

 California State Assembly Bill 1449 (SB) Reduced the sanction for possessing less than 
one ounce of marijuana from a misdemeanor to an infraction. 

 California State Assembly Bills 266 and 243, and Senate Bill 643 The Medical Marijuana Regulation 
and Safety Act 2016 (MMRSA) includes three bills: Senate Bill 643, Assembly Bill 266, and Assembly 
Bill 243

 Establishes a dual licensing structure requiring state and local license permits.  

 Assembly Bill 243 (Wood) aims to establish a regulatory and licensing structure for cultivation sites 

 Sets the criteria for the licensing of medical marijuana businesses, regulates physicians, and recognizes local authority to 
levy taxes and fees.
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