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This interactive training provides participants with a comprehensive
overview of the juvenile justice system and its relevance to the theory
and practice of therapy when working with adolescents and families
impacted by court involvement (Lopez, Martensen, & Diaz, 2024).
Grounded in trauma-informed care, adolescent development theory,
family systems theory, and culturally responsive practice, the course
examines how mental health professionals can effectively engage
youth experiencing justice-system involvement while addressing
behavioral health needs, family functioning, and treatment barriers. The
content is directly relevant to the professional scope of practice for
therapists, social workers, and counselors who provide assessment,
treatment planning, case coordination, psychoeducation, advocacy,
and family-centered interventions.

Participants will explore how historical inequities, implicit bias, adverse
childhood experiences, and systemic barriers influence youth
outcomes and treatment engagement. Relevant research
demonstrates that evidence-based approaches such as trauma-
informed interventions, family engagement models, motivational
interviewing, and cross-system collaboration improve therapeutic
alliance, reduce recidivism risk factors, and increase service
participation among justice-involved youth. Through real-world case
examples, guided discussion, and applied learning activities, attendees
will gain practical tools to strengthen communication, support families
navigating the juvenile justice process, and coordinate care across
probation, education, child welfare, and behavioral health systems.

Designed for behavioral health professionals serving adolescents and
families, this course equips participants with actionable strategies to
promote rehabilitation, emotional well-being, family stability, and long-
term success for system-involved youth.
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Date: Jun 24   2026th

Time: 9:00am - 12:00pm Click Here!.
Alameda County Behavioral Health

and Contracted Providers staff.

Marya Wright, DSW MSW BSW, is a nationally distinguished Black
social worker, consultant, published author, educator, and
facilitator with extensive expertise in organizational leadership,
child welfare services, and curriculum development. As the
Founder and CEO of Marya Wright Consulting LLC, Dr. Wright is
dedicated to empowering system-involved families through
awareness, services, and education. She also provides
consultation, training, and facilitation to agencies supporting these
communities. 
 

Dr. Wright earned her Master of Social Work from Cal State East
Bay, specializing in child welfare policy and research, and
her Bachelor of Social Work from San Diego State University, with a
focus on Child Welfare Services and Motivational Interviewing. She
holds a Doctorate in Social Work from the University of Southern
California's Suzanne Dworak-Peck School of Social Work, where
she focused on advancing equal opportunity and justice within the
child welfare system. 
 

Clinicians who participate in Dr. Wright’s trainings can expect to
gain a practical and culturally responsive understanding of the
juvenile justice system, with an emphasis on engagement skill-
building, self-awareness, and real-world application. Dr. Wright’s
engaging and accessible training style helps participants not only
grasp the general understanding but also walk away with strategies
to build rapport with their clients. 
 

As a result of their participation, clinicians will be better equipped
to support behavior change, strengthen client engagement, and
reduce resistance in therapeutic relationships. Clients benefit from
this through more collaborative, empowering, and effective
services that align with their values and readiness for change. 

To Register: Click Here!
Registration assistance: brisa_lowry@senecacenter.org, (510) 381-4149 

If you must cancel enrollment, please do so at least 72 hours in advance of the training. 
To request accommodation or file a grievance about a Seneca-sponsored training, contact Seneca Institute for Advanced Practice:

training@senecacenter.org, (510) 654-4004. 

The Seneca Family of Agencies Training Department is committed to providing accessible, inclusive, and participatory trainings. Our current standard
accessibility accommodations include offering live and online asynchronous trainings with captions. To discuss reasonable accommodations, including

interpretation services, please reach out with as much notice as possible and at least 5 business days prior to the training date, as accommodation
timelines vary. We will do our best to meet your needs. 

For all inquiries: training@senecacenter.org, (510) 654-4004.

Presented by Seneca in partnership with Alameda County Behavioral Health

Trainees will be better equipped to implement
trauma-informed communication and engagement
strategies in daily practice to improve rapport,
reduce resistance, and promote youth and family
participation in services. 
Participants will be stronger interdisciplinary
collaborators by applying their enhanced skills in
cross-system coordination tools to improve service
planning, information sharing, and continuity of care
for system-involved youth. 

2.75 hours instructional time – 15 minutes break

Educational Goals:

This training meets the qualifications for 2.75 hours of continuing
education credit for LMFTs, LCSWs, LPCCs, and/or LEPs as required
by the California Board of Behavioral Sciences. Seneca Family of
Agencies is approved by the California Association of Marriage
and Family Therapists to sponsor continuing education for LMFTs,
LCSWs, LPCCs, and/or LEPs. Provided by Seneca Family of
Agencies, Provider #135057. Seneca Family of Agencies is a provider
approved by the California Board of Registered Nursing, Provider
#15222. This training meets the qualifications for 2.75 hours of
continuing education credit for Registered Nurses as required by
the California Board of Registered Nursing. BRN approval extends
only to continuing education courses and does not include tour
arrangements.
 
CERTIFICATES To be eligible to receive a CEU certificate, trainees
must meet the following criteria: 1) have full course attendance,
missing no more than 15 total minutes of instructional time, 2)
complete a post-course evaluation that includes their name (the
same name they used to register). CEU certificates are not sent
automatically.

If eligible, please request your certificate using the 
Certificate Request Form.

Identify and explain at least three core components
of California’s juvenile justice system, including legal
processes, youth rights, and system roles, and
compare how these elements differ from the adult
criminal justice system. 
Apply a minimum of two trauma-informed,
developmentally appropriate, and culturally
responsive communication strategies to effectively
engage system-involved youth and families across
diverse service settings in a role-play scenario. 
Evaluate at least one cross-system collaboration
strategy to strengthen service coordination among
education, child welfare, probation, mental health,
and community-based organizations, with a focus
on improving outcomes for system-involved youth. 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/gXwrXgZRSyO9opfHm2x4IA
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/i6b8b6jnSLqzdtvQmEUdzA
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=A17Tlln99kmNGG_P5lL30IOOWA0x1A9ElM_sRGU-iBRUNE02UlQxWFhKN0FPU0k0SUozSkUzM1lXTSQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl
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